
 
 
 

January 12, 2023 

Day of Impact 
 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 
I want to provide you with some additional information and guidance regarding the Boston 

Parent Council “Day of impact.”  Ms. Rivers has been meeting with and supporting our 

Boston Parents throughout this unsettling time.  Some of this information may be repetitive, 

however I think it is important to reiterate the importance of them. Please see the statement 

below from the Boston Parent Council (BPC): 

 
What the day of impact means for our Boston Parent Council:  
"OUR Boston parents are taking a stand and will be keeping their kids out of school to 

show their: solidarity for each other, our children, the program and their frustrations with 

this (and previous) racists acts in the Wayland Public Schools. It is believed that this is an 

action and the conversations of the past have been just that with no sustained progress. 

They also want to bring awareness to their children's presence in our district. Events like 

the horrible graffiti at the HS and in various other schools over the past few years can make 

people of color; particularly Black and Brown people feel isolated and like their presence 

isn't wanted or welcomed." 

 
The District will support OUR parents' efforts and not penalize our students for 

participating and missing school. All after-school activities and clubs can continue as 

originally scheduled. Any student absent from school will not be penalized and can 

participate in the subsequent event that evening.  Please be mindful that we cannot 

promote or sponsor this action but support it by coding that day as a parent sponsored 

field trip. 

  
Here are some facts:  

1. Next Tuesday’s action is being called, “Day of Impact." It was planned following 

the racist graffiti on 12/21/22. 

2. This is a Boston Parent Council Led initiative- it is designed to keep their kids 

out of school as a stance against Racism. All parents are working together in the 

planning of this action. Individual schools can acknowledge and support it in 

your own way.. 

3. It is their hope that students who do not attend school DO something “impactful” 

to learn more about racism and or Black History. 

4. If schools choose to do activities in support of the efforts, like the workshops at 

the high school, you can feel free to do so as a way to engage students in 

conversations about the topics and issues that led to the parents' need for the day. 



 
 
 

5. The proposal of wearing white on the Day of Impact is not an ask from the 

BPC.  We are not encouraging students or staff to wear white on this day. 

Somethings that will show support are:  
o Maybe no homework that day. 

o Maybe no test or starting of new unit/content that day. 

o Maybe make sure things like student council elections, concerts and or events are 

rescheduled. 

  
Here are a few considerations from Caroline that can be used in responding to 

students about "The Day of Impact": 

1. Coming to school next Tuesday does not mean that a student doesn’t support the 

Day of Impact or Boston resident classmates. Your teachers, staff and 

administrators will be expected to be in school on Tuesday. 

2. Many Black Wayland students in elementary schools up to high school, were not 

surprised by the racist graffiti. If you were shocked that this could happen in 

Wayland, please try this: “Many (though not all) White people don’t have to 

confront racism until it’s right in our faces as it was on 12/21. (We) White people 

need to remember that most people of color, especially in predominantly white 

schools like Wayland, see, hear and EXPERIENCE racialized and racist 

messages as a REGULAR aspect of life, including attending school.” 

3. These experiences are mostly invisible to everyone else. Just because (we/white 

people) don’t see or experience racism in our daily lives doesn’t mean that it 

doesn't exist. 

4. So you may be wondering what this Day of Impact hopes to accomplish. How 

will missing a day of school for students of color who participate help them feel 

more connected to their schools? This is a great question. Boston parent 

representatives who spoke at the 1/4 SC meeting explained that racism interferes 

with learning, such as concentration, participation, test-taking, you name it. They 

know that their children have already lost countless hours of learning due to the 

effects of racism. The hope is that keeping their children home for 1 day will 

inspire positive anti-racist change that will create safer learning environments for 

all children. And as we know, throughout history, great sacrifices have been 

made in pursuit of justice and equality.  

Thanks in advance for your support and understanding during this most difficult time in 

OUR District.   
 
 

 
 
 
 


